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The French Revolution and Napoleon 
(1789-1815) 
	Vocab Word
	Definition

	Old Regime
	The political and social system that existed in France before the French Revolution. 

	Louis XVI
	Indecisive and weak king of France.  His extravagant spending nearly doubled the government’s debt.  

	Marie Antoinette
	Queen of France, she was unpopular with the French people because of her elaborate spending and her involvement in controversial court affairs.  

	First Estate
	In 18th century France, the clergy, who owned 10 percent of the land in France, but who held privileges, including access to high offices and exemptions from paying taxes.  

	Second Estate
	In 18th century France, made up of rich nobles, owned 20 percent of the land and paid almost no taxes.  Held privileges, including access to high offices.  

	Third Estate
	In 18th century France, about 97 percent of the population.  Included bourgeoisie, urban lower class, and peasant farmers.  Had no power to influence government.  Embraced Enlightenment ideas.  Resented the wealthy First and Second Estates.  

	Bourgeoisie
	Members of the 3rd Estate, the bourgeoisie, or middle class, were bankers, factory owners, merchants, professionals, and skills artisans.  Often, they were well educated and believed strongly in the ideas of the Enlightenment.  They paid high taxes and lacked privileges.  

	Estates General
	An assembly of representatives from all three of the estates, or social classes, in France. 

	National Assembly
	Delegates of the Third Estate voted to establish the National Assembly and pass laws and reforms in the name of the French people.  They proclaimed an end of absolute monarchy and the beginning of representative government.  This vote was the first deliberate act of the revolution.  

	Tennis Court Oath
	A pledge made by the members of France’s National Assembly in 1789, in which they vowed to continue meeting until they had drawn up a new constitution. 

	The Bastille
	A Paris prison overrun by French revolutionaries in search of weapons.  The fall of the Bastille became a great symbolic act of revolution.   

	Radical
	In the first half of the 19th century, a European who favored drastic change to extend democracy to all people.  

	The Great Fear
	A wave of senseless panic that spread through the French countryside after the storming of the Bastille in 1789. 

	Declaration of the Rights of Man
	Adopted by the National Assembly, this document was influenced by the American Declaration of Independence.  The document stated that men are born and remain free and equal in rights…including liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.”  

	Emigres
	A person who leaves their native country for political reasons, like the nobles and others who fled France during the peasant uprisings of the French Revolution. 

	Sans-culottes
	In the French Revolution, a radical group made up of Parisian wage-earners and small shopkeepers who wanted a greater voice in government, lower prices, and an end to food shortages.  

	Jacobins
	A radical political organization in revolutionary France. 

	Guillotine
	An execution machine which beheaded victims.  

	Committee of Public Safety
	Used terror to protect the French Revolution from its enemies.  The committee had these “enemies” tried and guillotined thousands.  The majority of the enemies were innocent people, many were fellow radicals who Robespierre felt challenged by.  

	Maximilien Robespierre
	Radical leader of the Committee of Public Safety, he governed France as a dictator and his rle became known as the Reign of Terror. 

	Reign of Terror
	The period from mid-1793 to mid-1794, when Maximilien Robespierre ruled France nearly as a dictator and thousands of political figures and ordinary citizens were executed. 

	Napoleon Bonaparte
	French military general who seize political power, eventually becoming Emperor of France.  

	Coup d’etat
	A sudden seizure of political power in a nation. 

	Plebiscite
	A direct vote in which a country’s people have the opportunity to approve or reject a proposal. 

	Napoleonic Code
	A comprehensive and uniform system of laws established for France by Napoleon. 

	Annexation
	The adding of a region to the territory of an existing political unit. 

	Continental System
	Napoleon’s policy of preventing trade between Great Britain and continental Europe, intended to destroy Great Britain’s economy. 

	Blockade
	The use of troops or ships to prevent commercial traffic from entering or leaving a city or region.  

	Guerilla Warfare
	A member of a loosely organized fighting force that makes surprise attacks on enemy troops occupying his or her country. 

	“scorched earth” policy
	The practice of burning crops and killing livestock during wartime so that the enemy cannot live off the land. 

	Abdicate
	To step down from the throne or power.   

	Battle of Waterloo
	Defeat of Napoleon in Belgium, ending his last bid for power.  

	Hundred Days
	The brief period during 1815 when Napoleon made his last bid for power, deposing the French king and again becoming emperor of France. 

	Congress of Vienna
	A series of meetings in 1814-1815, during which the European leaders sought to establish long-lasting peace and security after the defeat of Napoleon. 

	Status Quo
	To return or keep thing as they previously existed.  

	Legitimacy
	The hereditary right of a monarch to rule. 

	Balance of Power
	A political situation in which no one nation is powerful enough to pose a threat to others. 


